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This November, I return to Nara with a new
installation at Todaiji Temple, ten years after
my work at Gangoji Temple in 2016 . I have
felt a deep resonance between Nara’s long
history, Buddhist tradition, and my practice.
At Todaiji, I want to begin by listening to the
site—to its atmosphere, its silence, and the
presence of its surroundings. Rather than
imposing an idea onto the space, I hope to
allow the work to develop through a process of
observation, encounter, and response. For this
installation, situated within a building space
constructed centuries ago in accordance with
long-standing Japanese traditions, I sought
to express a profound depth that transcends
space and time — even though the exhibition
itself is a fleeting event. While the Nara period
represents a specific, finite moment in the past,
it is inextricably woven into the long, ever-
changing flow of time that followed. My hope is
to create a space for quiet contemplation while
exploring the relationship between suspended
time and that which is in perpetual motion.

"Kimsooja. To Breathe Mokum
2025-2026. installation view of “Dimensions of a Needle”

MOCA Toronto, 2026.

Courtesy of Axel Vervoordt Gallery MOCA Toronto and Stidio Kimsooja
Photo by LF Documentation
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“Kimsooja. To Breathe-Mokum
2025 2026". installation view of *Dimensions of  Necdic”. MOCA Toronto,
2026,

Courtesy of Axel Vervoordt Gallery. MOCA Toronto and Studio Kimsooja,
Photo by | F Documentation
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